
6.	 Evaluation of Application. Applications for poverty exemptions will be evaluated 
based on information submitted to the Board of Review by the applicant, 
testimony taken from the applicant, and infonnation gathered by the Board from 
any source. 

(a) The Board of Review is not required to grant a poverty 
exemption for property owned by multiple owners as long 
as at least one owner is not eligible for the poverty 
exemption. 

(b) The Board of Review may conduct an investigation to 
verify the information submitted or statements made to the 
Assessor Board of Review regard to the applicant's poverty 
exemption claim. 

(c) The Board of Review may not deny a poverty exemption 
based upon mere speculation n~garding the level of an 
applicant's income or assets. 

(d) A poverty exemption, if granted, shall remain in effect for 
one year and an applicant's eligibility for the poverty 
exemption shall be determined each year. 

(e) The Board of Review may not determine an applicant's 
eligibility for the poverty exemption based on the number 
of years that the applicant has been granted a poverty 
exemption in the past, or the number of years that the 
applicant may be granted a poverty exemption in the future. 

7.	 Special Circumstances Warranting Application of the Poverty Exemption. The 
Board of Review may, in its discretion, grant a poverty exemption to a taxpayer 
who does not meet the income and asset tests contained in these guidelines where 
one or more of the following has resulted in hardship to the taxpayer: 

(a) Unforeseen prolonged cessation of income due to 
circumstances beyond the applicant's control; 

(b) Trauma or critical illness of the applicant or the applicant's 
immediate family member which resulted in excessive 
financial liabilities for which the taxpayer does not receive 
reimbursement; 

(c) Catastrophic loss; or 
(d) Other extenuating circumstances which the Assessor and 

Board of Review agree are legitimate hardships over which 
the applicant has no control. 

8.	 Amount of Exemption. The Assessor will determine the estimated property tax 
liability for the applicable tax year and the estimated state homestead credit for 
each applicant under the Homestead Property Tax Credit, Public Act 281 of 1967. 
The poverty exemption shall not exceed the amount of the tax liability minus the 
homestead credit refund. 



9.	 Deviation from the Guidelines. The Board of Review shall follow these 
guidelines in granting or denying an exemption unless the Board of Review 
determines there are substantial and compelling reasons why there should be a 
deviation from the guidelines and the substantial and compelling reasons are 
communicated in writing to the claimant. 


